CO 2 + decreased HC0 3 " is equated to chronic metabolic acidosis and chronic metabolic alkalosis. "Hypoglycaemia", p. 115 in the discussion on diazoxide should obviously be "hyperglycaemia". The brief description of the function of the Loop of Henle on p. 381 is inaccurate and inadequate. Pseudomembranous colitis (p. 370) following clindamycin or lincomycin therapy is due to Clostridium deficile. Page 444, "Airway obstruction following a subtotal thyroidectomy can also be due to compression of the trachea. Compression of the trachea can be a manifestation of a haematoma at the operative site, ... ". This fails to define the problem as being the result of venous and lymphatic obstruction secondary to pressure. In the absence of tracheomalacia tracheal compression by cervical haematoma to produce airway obstruction is difficult if not impossible.
It might be argued that a more economic use of words, print size and layout would have reduced its size and therefore its cost. Despite these criticisms, "Anaesthesia and Co-Existing Disease" remains a worthwhile addition to any medical or anaesthetic library. "Drugs and Anesthesia" has been compiled by a husband-and-wife team, the former a well-known clinical pharmacologist and the latter an associate professor of anesthesia and pharmacology. The book is divided into four sections dealing with pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics, anaesthetic drugs, cardiovascular drugs and general therapeutics.
Throughout the book there is an emphasis on general pharmacological principles which are well illustrated by excellent diagrams and tables, many of which come from recent research pUblications. The text is informative, concise, up-to-date and easy to read. It occasionally suffers from oversimplification, and brevity in the description of specific drugs, but this detracts little from the quality of the work as a whole .
In my opinion "Drugs and Anesthesia" is the best of the currently available textbooks of pharmacology written specifically for anaesthetists. I believe that it will be popular among candidates sitting for the Primary Fellowship Examination and with more senior members of the specialty who require an upto-date pharmacology reference book. ; 235 x 160. This book is written principally for the occasional paediatric anaesthetist. As in others on paediatric anaesthesia, there are the familiar chapters on relevant anatomical, physiological and pharmacological peculiarities of the paediatric patient; pre-anaesthetic preparation; monitoring; equipment and anaesthetic techniques; postoperative care; anaesthesia for the neonate, for specific conditions; diseases such as hyaline membrane disease, croup and epiglottitis.
The topics are covered in reasonable detail and are well presented. The authors' considerable experience
